
BRANCHVILLE BOROUGH 
Regular Meeting 
August 3, 2022 

MEETING MINUTES 

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 

Mayor Frato left the room as directed by Attorney Valenti due to BHC 
discussion. 

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to ensure the right of 
the public lO have advance notice of and to auend meetings or public bodies at 
which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Bra11chvillc Borough Council 
has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date. time and 
place there.of sent to the New Jersey Herald. 

FLAG SALUTE was led by Councilman Van Stone. 

ROLL CALL was conducted by Clerk Leissler. Present were Council members 
Bathgate, Bellis (via the phone), Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Also 
present were Attorney Valenti, George Morville, Dave Simmons, Jeff Lewis, 
Christine Rolef, Michelle Shelton and BHC members. 

PROCLAMATION - None 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

!. July 2022 minutes 

Motion to approve June meeting minutes was made by Councilman Doremus, 
seconded by Councilwoman Whitesell. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, 
Doremus, Orr, Van Stone. Whitesell. Nay - None. AbsenL- None. Abstain -
None. 

CONSENT AGENDA - None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 



Motion to open to the public was made by Councilwoman Bathgate, seconded 
by Councilman Doremus. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, 
Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

Dave Simmons reviewed: 

Bridge D38 that is 10 be repaired by the County of Sussex include a water 
transmission main. Replacement of the main may include removal of main, and 
then relay at proper depth, etc. The Stale of NJ has water at the reservoir as a 
backup source in our water permit in the evenl of a fourth level emergency. 
Dave Simmons recommends replacement of this pipe. The Sussex County 
Engineering department is currently working on easement sign offs of 
properties in the surrounding area. After the easements are received, 
application will then be submitted t0 DEP. Motion was made by Councilman 
Doremus, seconded by Councilwoman Bathgate lo lab1e further discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay 
- None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

Arsenic treatment filtration medium needs t0 be replaced in the well house for 
well #2. Dave Simmons will check if the medium can be bought on state 
contract or co-op and will get back to the Borough of Branchville on same. 
Septic Care can remove old medium. 

Motion was made by Councilman Doremus, seconded by Councilwoman 
Whitesell to allow Harold Pellow's office to review the PFAS Lreatment system 
and to see if it is reasible and not astronomically expensive lO put it in the 
current treatment system lhal we have at the current well house. RoU Call 
Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay-
None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. Dave Simmons will have the report for 
the next meeting. 

Dave Simmons stated that his current T Mobile work (reviewing the plans) is 
currently on hold as T Mobile still needs to provide a bond, insurance, escrow, 
and site plan approval at land us<:. Lease has been signed by T Mobile. 

Dave Simmons stated the generator and the variable frequency drive arc being 
looked intO. Prices are being obtained for variable frequency drive for Well I 
and will be paid by Struck Albert, Pellow's hired electrical engineer. Dave 
Simmons suggested the Borough or Branchville purchase one for Well #2 i[ and 
when they are available. 

George Morville briefed the governing body and the public that attended on 
current insurance in regard to coverage for Branchville Hose Company. Motion 
was made by Councilman Orr, seconded by Councilman Van Stone to keep the 
current resolution in place in regard to children in Branchville Hose Company 
vehicles, but to conlinue further discussion at ihe next council meeting. The 
firemen were asked lO get a list together providing every circumstance where 
they would like children to be in the vehicles. Mr. Valenti asked that the List be 



given to Kate well in advance before the next meeting. Roll Call Vote: Aye -
Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, WhiteseU. Nay- None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

Mayor Fralo returned to the meeting at this poinl. 

Discussion will be tabled until the next meeting about the cost for a blower for 
the tractor for snow side walk removal. Mayor Fra10 asked Councilman BcUis 
to look Into the blower and include Sall and man hours be tabulated. 

Motion to close the public portion of the meeting was made by Councilwoman 
Bathgate, seconded by Councilman Van Stone. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, 
BeUis, Doremus. Orr, Van Stone, Whitesel1. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Motion was made by Councilman Van Stone, seconded by Councilwoman 
Whitesell to approve a Resolution # 21-2022, Tax Assessor. Roll Call Vote: Aye 
- Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

(Resolution Attached) 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Bathgate, seconded by Councilwoman 
Whitesell 10 approve a Resolution # 22- 2022, Third Quarter Tax Due 
Date. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, 
Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

(Resolution Attached) 

ORDINANCES 

SECOND READING - ADOPTION 

Ordinance H O 1-2022 AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNlCTPAL CONSENT 
FOR THE OPERATION OF A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM WITHIN THE 
BOROUGH OF BRANCHVILLE, NJ CSC TKR, LLC. Motion was made 10 open 
the public hearing portion of the meeting by Councilman Doremus, seconded 
by Councilwoman Whitesell. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, 
Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

No public comment. 

Motion was made to close the public hearing portion by Councilwoman 
Whitesell, seconded by Councilman Doremus. RoU Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, 
Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 



Motion was made by Councilman Van Stone, seconded by Councilman 
Doremus to pass the ordinance on second reading. Roll call Vote: Aye -
Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

F'IRST READING - INTRODUCTION 

Ordinance # 08-2022 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
BRANCHVILLE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NE:W JERSEY TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 25 OF THE BOROUGH MUNICIPAL CODE, BEING THE: LAND USE 
PROCUEDURES CHAPTER TO INCLUDE AMENDMENTS TO THE ORDINANCE: 
RELATING TO INFORMAL CONCEPT REVIEWS. Motion was made by 
Councilwoman Whitesell, seconded by Councilman Bellis. Roll Call Vote: Aye -
Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

(Ordinance follows minutes) 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Placement of council meeting audio on i:hc Branchvil1e Borough website was 
discussed. The Clerk is going to look into ways LO store the audios from each 
meeting and the state requirements of the audio on minutes for wcbpages. 
Once lh.is infonnation is obtained for the next meeting a quote from BKJ 
productions will be reviewed again. 

Motion was made by Councilman Van Stone, seconded by Councilman BelJis to 
approve a letter to be sent to Mr. Koppenaal lO approve road closures as 
presented from the Fund Racing Alliance for the SK. Roll Call Vote: Aye -
Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

Motion was made by Councilman Van Stone, seconded by Councilman Orr tO 
approve all ite.ms received from the Fund Racing Alliance. Items were reviewed 
by AtlOmey Valenti. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van 
Slone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Bathgate, seconded by Councilman 
Doremus to approve the raffle application from BHC pending receipt of a 
sample rame ticket. The clerk will forward the application to Trenton. Roll Call 
Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay -
None. Absent- None. Abstain - None. 

Motion was made by Councilman Van St.one, seconded by Councilwoman 
WhileseU to approve the increase in the dog license fees by $5.00 effective 01-



01-2023. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, 
Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

Motion was made by Councilman Orr, seconded by Councilman Van Stone to 
adopt Sandyston Township R-51-2022 Resolution, but to amend it by removing 
complaints from the Borough residents. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate. Bellis, 
Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain -
None. 

COMMENTS FROM COUNCJL 

Councilman Van Stone - Motion was made by Councilman Van Stone, 
seconded by Councilwoman Bathgate to accept. Mike Littles retirement letter 
effective December 31, 2022. Roll Call Vote: Aye- Bathgate, BeJlis, Doremus, 
Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay- None. Absent- None. Abstain - None. 

Councilman Doremus -

Will inquire about Borough tipping fees at SCUMA to help in discussion with 
apartments and trash pickup. 

Inquiry will be made to Cl'O and other municipalities by Mr. Doremus about 
increasing water rates. 

Motion was made by Cou.ncilwoman Bathgate, seconded by Councilwoman 
Whitesell to approve Councilman Doremus and Mike Clune to work with 
Atiomey Valenti on a sewer agreement for 2 Broad Street. Roll Call Vote: Aye -
Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abstain - None. 

Mayor Frato -

Would like to change the facility use form to state that the $ I 00 will be kept by 
Branchville Borough after an event takes place. Further thought is to include 
when an event is multi day. etc. 

Attorney Valenti - Reviewed Lhe land outlined in the provided map that Green 
Acres is purchasing. Attorney Valenti is hopeful payment will be made this 
year. 

T- Mobile signed the new lease. Escrow for site plan, bond, insurance, site 
plan is still needed. 

ALtorncy Valenti's office hired the appraiser for Selective assessment. Motion 
was made by Councilman Bellis, seconded by Councilman Orr 10 allow Jim Fox 
to meet with the appraiser to tour Selective Insurance and to discus.$ same. 
Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell.is, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay 
- None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 



An email from a Jaw firm, Christopher Edwards, aboul lhe PFAS sicuaLion was 
received. The letter states Branchville may be able to recover funds from well 
iJ"ISta.llation mishaps. Motion was made by Councilwoman Whitesell, seconded 
by Councilman Doremus to allow attorney Valenti to look into the contact. Roll 
Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bellis, Doremus, Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay
None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

BILL APPROVAL 

On motion or Councilman Doremus, seconded by Councilwoman Whitesell bills 
were ordered paid after being properly audited, paid out of correcl account and 
subject to the availability or runds. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Doremus, 
Orr, Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - Bellis. 

(List of bills follows minutes) 

AD,JOURNMENT 

On motion of Councihnan Van Stone, seconded by Councilman Orr, the 
meeting was adjourned. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, ~llis, Doremus, Orr, 
Van Stone, Whitesell. Nay - None. Absent - None. Abstain - None. 

J ?,,-,,.,--
Kathryn Leis'sler-£MR CTC RMC 



Branchville Borough Resolution# 21-2022 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Branchville Borough Mayor and Council, County of 
Sussex, State of New Jersey, does hereby appoinl Kristy Lockburner to the 
position of municipal tax assessor for the Borough or Btanch\•ille, effective July 
I, 2022. 

BE IT F'URTHER RESOLVED that the appointmcnl shall be for a four-year 
term, ending June 30. 2026. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Kathryn Lcissler, Municipal Clerk or the Borough of Branchville, County of 
Sussex, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and 
exact copy a reso t n duly authorized by the Borough Council on this 3rd 
day r Au s , 202 . 

a 



Resolution # 22-22 

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THIRD QUARTER 2022 
PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT GRACE PERIOD 

WHEREAS, the Sussex County Board o f Taxation struck the 2022 Branchville 

Borough property tax rate; 

NJSA 54:4-64, Delivery o f Tax Bi l ls , provides that bills must be mailed or 

delivered no less than 25 days prior to the end o f the grace period and the 2022-2023 

Branchville Borough tax bills were mailed to taxpayers by A i i g i | < ; t 4^ 2Q22 • 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council o f the 
Borough o f Branchville on this Wednesday, August 3, 2022 that the Tax Collector be 
authorized to set the deadline o f the third quarter 2022 tax payment grace period to 

Augus t 29, 2022. • 

CERTIFICATION 

I , Kathryn Leissler, Municipal Clerk o f the Borough o f Branchville, County o f Sussex, 
State o f New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy o f a 
resolution duly authorized by the Borough Council on this 3rd day o f August, 2022. 

Kathryn Leissler, RMC 



BRANCHVLLLE BOROUGH 
Ordinance# 08-2022 

AN ORDINANCE OFTtLE BOROUGH OF 
BRANCHVILLE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STA TE OF 
NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 25 OF THE 
BOROUGH MUN"ICLPAL CODE, BELNG THE LANO 
USEPROCUEDURESCHAPTERTOINCLUDE 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ORDINANCE RELAT11'G TO 
INFORMAL CONCEPT REVLEWS, 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Branchville, County of 

Sussex and Slate of New Jersey that Chapter 25 of the Code of the Borough 

Branchville be known now as the Land Use Procedure-s Ordinance be and is hereby 

amended as follows: 

SECrtON I 

Secti()n 2S -30 (c) I is amended to read a,; follows: 

C. Informal Concept Re\•iew. 

The Appliconl may by written request to the Board Sec-rctaiy obtain an 

infonnaJ concept review of a subdh1ision tentative plat or map or a site plan tentative 

phH or map. However, if the developer requc.sls a review of san\e, by the Planning 

Board Engineer. or r>lanning Board Attorney. or other Dorough Officials. prior to the 

hearing on the infonnal review before che Branchville Planning/Lon..ing Board of 

Adjustment. the Applic:uu shall pay 100% of the estimated cost of the review fees of 

the Borough Professionals and other personnel in reviewing the tentative plat. The 

AppUeant shall be advised tha.1 the escrow fee for said review is $350.00 for the 

Planning/Zoning Board Of Adjustment Anomey and S2SO.OO for the Planning Board 

Engineer and S200.00 for the Borough Planner, The Applicant shall pay the same in 

-1-



advance of Lbe meeting of Lhc Board. but before any discussion is held on I.he matter. 

The Borough Professionals who may re\1icw the Applicslion wouJd include \\'llhout 

limitation, the Pl3ru1ing Hoard Engineer. Ptaru,ing ConsullJlnt and the Board 

Attorney. Any ponioo of the estimated fees or deposit paid by 1hc Applicant which is 

unexpended by the reviewing board shall be rc1Un1e<I to the Applicant. 

C. lnfornrnl Con('e,p1 Review (2). 

ln addit.ion to the reimbursement 10 I.he Borough for the cost of revie" by lhc 

professionals, the Applicant shall pay to the Borough the sum of$100.00 which sJ,all 

be used to defray the administrative co.-.ts of processing Lhe iofom1aJ review. 

SECTION 2 

Should uny scc1icm, paragraph. sentenec. clause or phrase of this Ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any coun of compe1ent 

jurisdiction, such provisions shall be deemed severable, und the remaining portions of 

the OrcUnance shall remain in full force and efTect. 

SECTION 3 

All Ordinances or pans of Ordjnances for Re-solutions that are inconsistclJI 

with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the exten1 of such inconsistency. 

SECTION 4 

The Borollgh Clerk is directed 10 give notic.c at least te-il ( I 0) day.s prior to the 

hearing 011 lhe adoption of this Ordinance to the Coumy Planning Board and to aU 

others entitled pursuant to the provisions ofNJ.S.A. 40:550-15. On adoption of this 

Ordinance, after public: hearing. lhe Borough Cieri: is further directed to publish 

-2-



no1ice of the passage 10 file a copy of 1he Ordinance, as fioally adopted \\1th lbe 

Sussex Coun1y Planning Board as required by NJ.S.A. 40:55D-l 6. 

This Ordinance shall take effect atier publication and passage according to 

Law, 

BOROUGH OF BRANCHVILLE 

ATTEST: 

Knlhryo L. Leisslcr 
Borough Clerk 

Dated: _____ _ 

NOTICE 

The Borough Clerk is directed to give notice at Jeast ten (JO) days prior to the 

hearing on the adoption of this Notice 10 the County Planning Ooard and to alJ others 

entitled th<:rcto pursuan1 10 the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:S5D-15 and N.J.S.A. 

40:55D-63 (if required). Upon adop1ion of 1his Ordinance after public hemng 

thcrcoo. the Borough Clerk is funber directed to publish notice of the passage thereor 

and to file a copy of this Ordinance as finally adopted with the Sussex County 

Planning Board as required by N.J.S.A. 40:55D-l 6. 



TAKE NOTICE that Lhc abcwe Ordinance was introduced at a regular 

meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough or Branchville held on August 3. 

2022 and was passed on first reading and will be con.sidercd for final passage and 

adoption after a public bearing on the scc:ond reading at a regular meeting on 

Sep1emeber 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. al LheM,.mic:ipaJ Building. 34 Wantage Avenue. 

Branchville, New Jersey. Published by order of the Branchville Borough Council. 

Kathryn Leisslcr RMC CMR CTC 

Braneh,;lle Borough 
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Page 1/1 

Report Printed 2022-08-04 14:31:29 Borough of Branchvi l le 

Check Register - (0110101001000) Cash Checking 

DATE CHECK S PAID TO AMODHT VOID AMODHT VOID DATE REASON 

8/03/2022 3881 83 Abcode SECURITY 1,610.00 
8/03/2022 3882 11 A l l i e d O IL , LLC 1,941.57 
8/03/2022 3883 15 C e n t u r y LINK 680.88 
8/03/2022 3884 468 C i n t a s 311.44 
8/03/2022 3885 59 DOLAN S DOLAN P.A. 1,340.00 
8/03/2022 3886 59 DOLAN S DOLAN P.A. 656.25 
8/03/2022 3887 59 DOLAN S DOLAN P.A. 539.00 
8/03/2022 3888 101 FRANKFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION 100,476.50 
8/03/2022 3889 2 HAROLD E . PELLOK 4 ASSOC INC. 472.50 
8/03/2022 3890 502 HBCBS o f NJ 132.84 
8/03/2022 3891 62 HIGH POINT REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 70,529.50 
8/03/2022 3892 49 INTERNATION INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL 100.00 
8/03/2022 3893 51 JCPSL 2,370.26 
8/03/2022 3894 558 Lumen 1,132.50 
8/03/2022 3895 120 Meadowlands E l e c t r o n i c s 92.04 
8/03/2022 3896 518 M i c h a e l Rob inson 106.61 
8/03/2022 3897 64 MONTAGUE TOOL 4 SUPPLY CO. 515.58 
8/03/2022 3898 65 NEWTON TROPHY 4 SPORT CENTER 23.50 
8/03/2022 3899 320 R5L Data C e n t e r s I n c 640.00 
8/03/2022 3900 381 S e p t i C a r e 162.00 
8/03/2022 3901 343 S u s s e x County Board o f E l e c t i o n s 49.78 
8/03/2022 3902 180 SUSSEX COUNTY CLERK 209.79 
8/03/2022 3903 86 S u s s e x County Muni. U t i l i t i e s Autho 2,824.29 
8/03/2022 3904 91 SUSSEX COUNTY TREASURER 1,780,50 
8/03/2022 3905 91 SUSSEX COUNTY TREASURER 177,826.51 
8/03/2022 3906 91 SUSSEX COUNTY TREASURER 12,675.57 
8/03/2022 3907 91 SUSSEX COUNTY TREASURER 721.49 
8/03/2022 3908 1 T imes H e r a l d - R e c o r d L o c a l i q 138.69 
8/03/2022 3909 75 VERIZON WIRELESS 61.13 
8/03/2022 3910 418 V i k i n g T e r m i t e 4 F e s t C o n t r o l , I n c 54.46 
8/03/2022 3911 559 Wayne Lumkong 100.00 
8/03/2022 3913 468 C i n t a s 77.86 
8/03/2022 3914 64 MONTAGUE TOOL 6 SUPPLY CO. 114.65 
8/03/2022 3915 137 STAMP FULFILLMENT SERVICES 1,049,60 

381,517.29 

381,517.29 



Page 1/1 

Report Printed Z022-0B-O4 14:31:54 Borough of Branchvi l le 

Check Register - (0710101001000) Cash Checking 

DATE CHECK It PAID TO AMDDNT VOID AMODHT VOID DATE REASON 

8/03/2022 1249 51 J C P i L 178.06 
8/03/2022 1250 86 S u s s e x County Mum. U t i l i t i e s flutho 142,000.50 
8/03/2022 1251 86 S u s s e x County Muni. U t i l i t i e s Autho 12,794,25 

154,972.81 

154,972.81 



Page 1/1 

Report Printed 2022-08-04 14:32:14 Borough of Branchvi l le 

Check Register - (0910101001000) CASH CHECKING 

DATE CHECK I PAID TO mm VOID AMDM VOID DATE REASON 

8/03/2022 1970 61 FRANKFORD TOWNSHIP 287.11 
8/03/2022 1971 31 GARDEN STATE LABS INC. 410.00 
8/03/2022 1972 2 HAROLD E. PELLOK S ASSOC INC. 1,283.75 
8/03/2022 1973 2 HAROLD E. PELLOW 5 ASSOC INC. 487.50 
8/03/2022 1974 66 ONE CALL CONCEPTS 56.57 
8/03/2022 1975 72 S u s s e x R u r a l E l e c t r i c 31.17 
8/03/2022 1976 273 NJ Dept. T r e a s u r y 720.00 

3,276.10 

3,276.10 



Page 1/1 

Report Printed 2022-OB-O* 14:32:26 Borough of Branchvi l le 

Check Register - (1210101001000) CASH-DOG LICENSE 

DATE CHECK I PAID TO AMODHT VOID AMODHT VOID DATE REASON 

8/03/2022 1103 102 NEW JERSEY STATS DEPT. OF HEALTH 6.60 

6.60 

6.60 


