
BRANCHVILLE BOROUGH 
Regular Meet ing 

September 7, 2022 

MEETING MINUTES 

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 

Mayor Frato left the r o o m as directed by A t torney Va len t i due to BHC 
discuss ion . 

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to ensure the r i g h t of 
the p u b l i c to have advance notice of a n d to a t t end meetings of pub l i c bodies at 
w h i c h a n y bus iness affecting the i r in teres t is discussed or acted u p o n . I n 
accordance w i t h the provis ions of t h i s Act, the Branchv i l l e Borough Counc i l 
has caused notice of t h i s meet ing to be pub l i shed by hav ing the date, t ime a n d 
place thereof sent to the New Jersey Herald . 

FLAG SALUTE was led by C o u n c i l m a n V a n Stone. 

ROLL CALL was conduc ted by Clerk Leissler, Present were Counc i l members 
Bathgate , Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Also present were 
A t torney Va len t i , T o m Knute l sky , Jeff Lewis, A l i Trov i l l ion , J i m Ayers, B r a d a n d 
Jeanne Heinke a n d BHC members . 

PROCLAMATION - None 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

1. A u g u s t 2022 m i n u t e s 

M o t i o n to approve A u g u s t meet ing m i n u t e s was made by C o u n c i l m a n 
Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Whitesel l . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , 
Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. A b s t a i n - None. 

CONSENT AGENDA - None 



PUBLIC COMMENT 

M o t i o n to open to the p u b l i c was made by C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate , seconded 
by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , 
V a n Stone, Whi tesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate 
to approve the a n n u a l scarecrow contest as presented by BBHS a n d Jeanne 
Heinke . The faci l i ty use f o rm was presented a n d the $100 a n d insurance w i l l 
be forwarded. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. 

A t to rney Va len t i discussed w i t h BHC members h i s suggestion to serve as 
media tor between the governing body a n d BHC. Mr. Va l en t i w i l l ask t h a t b o t h 
sides send one representative. The goal is to reach a m u t u a l agreement. 
A t to rney Va l en t i asked BHC to get a l i s t of t imes to h i m t h a t states w h e n a 
c h i l d needs to be i n a BHC vehicle. This request was also made at the Augus t 
meet ing. This needs to be t u r n e d i n w i t h i n a week. The goal is to share the 
resu l t s of the med ia t ion i n October. M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is to approve the media t ion . Roll Cal l 
Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay -
None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate, seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is 
to ask C o u n c i l m a n V a n Stone to represent the governing body i n the 
med ia t ion . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

Mayor Frato r e t u r n e d at t h i s po in t . 

T o m Knu te l s ky : 
M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Orr , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus to 
approve the revised route for the 5K race to be he ld o n October 25 , 2022 as 
presented. The m o t i o n also inc ludes t h a t the alcohol be ing served is to r e m a i n 
at T h i r d Base Pub and no t o n any Borough of Branchv i l l e property . The 
B o r o u g h of Branchv i l l e has zero respons ib i l i t y w i t h the alcohol being served. 
Road closure has been approved. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , 
Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in -
None. 

Mike Clune: 
M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus to 
approve the closure of Rai lroad Ave. o n October 3 1 , 2022 for the Halloween 
Parade. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . N a y - N o n e . Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 



M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n V a n Stone, seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate to close Broad Street f rom Div is ion to M i l l St. o n October 3 1 , 2022 . 
The Borough requests the C o u n t y to approve the Closure too. The t ime frame 
is approx . 3 p . m . to 6 p .m . The c lerk w i l l contac t the Sher i f f s Depar tmen t to 
h i re 2 p a t r o l m e n to m a n each end of the closure. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye -
Bathgate , Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whi tesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. A b s t a i n - None. A t torney Va len t i s tated t h a t the group hos t i ng the event 
needs to contac t the insurance carr ier to discuss the parade a n d coverage. 

T r i c k or Treat w i l l be he ld October 3 1 , 2022 f rom 3:30 p .m . to 5:30 p . m . 

Update was made t h a t Selective Insurance has approved 19 EDUs for 2 Broad 
Street. 

T o m Knu te l s ky : 

Retent ion Bas in : 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus to 
approve s u b m i t t a l of app l ica t ion to the NJDOT for d iscre t ionary funds . Roll 
Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay -
None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate 
to au thor i ze prepara t ion of a con t rac t w i t h Mr . Cerra con t ingen t u p o n the 
fo l lowing condi t ions are satisfied: 

1) Discre t ionary F u n d a m o u n t has been certi f ied by NJDOT. 
2) Cost Share of the b u i l d o u t a n d main tenance of the property . 

Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay 
- None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. 

The Mayor stated t h a t Mr . Mc M a h o n m u s t s t i l l be requ ired to place h i s basins 
as s tated i n h i s F r a n k f o r d reso lu t ion . 

Bridge D-38: 
M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate to cap the water l ine t h a t r u n s w i t h Bridge D-38 u n t i l funds become 
available. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

PFAS 
Dif ferent design p lans were presented for expansion of the wel l house to 
inc lude PFAS t rea tmen t for the PFAS i n the water. 

Arsenic concern: 



M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n V a n 
Stone to declare a n arsenic emergency to replace arsenic f i l t r a t i o n m e d i u m . 
Rol l Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay 
- None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

M o t i o n to close the pub l i c p o r t i o n of the meet ing was made by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n V a n Stone. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, 
Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. Abs ta in - None. 

RESOLUTIONS - None 

ORDINANCES 

SECOND READING - ADOPTION 

The fo l lowing ordinance was offered for second reading by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus w i t h a l l counc i l members present 
vo t i ng af f irmatively: 

Ordinance # 08-2022 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
BRANCHVILLE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 25 OF T H E BOROUGH MUNICIPAL CODE, BEING THE LAND USE 
PROCUEDURES CHAPTER TO INCLUDE AMENDMENTS TO THE ORDINANCE 
RELATING TO INFORMAL CONCEPT REVIEWS. 

Adver t i sement has been made according to law. 

C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate moved a pub l i c hear ing be he ld on the ordinance, 
seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus w i t h a l l counc i l members present vo t ing 
af f irmatively . 

No comments . 

O n m o t i o n of C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is w i t h a l l 
c o u n c i l members present vo t ing af f irmatively, the pub l i c hear ing was closed. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is to 
approve t h i s ordinance o n second reading. Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate, 
Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. A b s t a i n - None. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Orr , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n van Stone to 
approve Bk j p roduc t ions to place a section for audio o n the Branchv i l l e 
Borough webpage. The a m o u n t for t h i s service is a range between $990-



$1 ,100 .00 . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - Bell is . 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Whitesel l 
to approve a road opening f rom H i l l , 6 Morr i s Ave. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye -
Bathgate , Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. A b s t a i n - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Whitesel l 
to approve a water app l ica t ion f rom H i l l , Morr i s Ave. (barn). Roll Cal l Vote: Aye 
- Bathgate , Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent -
None. A b s t a i n - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus to 
approve the recent correspondence (August 3, 2022) f rom Haro ld Fellow i n 
regard to Bruce J o r r i t s m a proper ty B 203 L 10 o n M a t t i s o n Ave. Roll Cal l Vote 
Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay -
None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate to approve the El i zabe th town Gas Road opening p e r m i t for 2 1 
M a t t i s o n Ave. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL 

Mayor Frato asked C o u n c i l m a n Bell is i f the insurance has been quest ioned 
a b o u t the s ta tus of the fuel ho ld ing t a n k s . 

C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate -
M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Bathgate to author ize the c lerk to forward a let ter to the Taylors abou t the i r 
sewer h o o k - u p late payment . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , 
Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. 

C o u n c i l m a n Doremus -
2 Broad Street w i l l be b i l led as a one u n i t for water. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Orr , seconded by C o u n c i l w o m a n Bathgate to 
author ize Mayor Frato sign the RCAP agreement for water rate analysis . Roll 
Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay -
None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

M o t i o n was by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n V a n Stone to 
approve a n invoice for J o h n Newcomer r e i m b u r s i n g h i m $300 for h i s cost w i t h 
the fair display. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bel l is , Doremus , Orr , V a n 



Stone, Whi tesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. J o h n w i l l be 
t o l d t h a t a l l f u tu re payments need to have approval first. 

M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is to 
approve the purchase of a variable frequency drive for wel l #2 i n the a m o u n t of 
$8470 .00 . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate, Bell is , Doremus , Orr , V a n Stone, 
Whi tese l l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - None. 

C o u n c i l m a n Orr -
M o t i o n was made by C o u n c i l w o m a n Whitesel l , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n 
Doremus t h a t the Borough does no t need to s ta r t p rov id ing s idewalk clean u p 
i n regard to snow-ice. Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Doremus , Whitesel l . Nay 
- Bel l is , Orr , V a n Stone. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. Mayor Frato broke 
the tie vote a n d voted to no t s tar t p rov id ing s idewalk snow-ice c leanup. 

Mayor Frato -
W o u l d l ike the governing body to t h i n k abou t keeping the $100 fee w h e n a n 
organizat ion uses o u r field. Mayor Frato asked the counc i l to t h i n k abou t 
a m o u n t s . 

A t torney Valent i ' s -
DEP i n regard to the reservoir approved the deed a n d closing documen t draf t . 
Mayor Frato a n d the Clerk w i l l s ign off. 

D i scuss ion took place abou t the PFAS l i t i ga t ion t h a t A t torney Va len t i has been 
reviewing w i t h B a r o n a n d B u d d . Placement on the October 2022 agenda of a 
legal service agreement may happen . 

T - Mobile - The Borough is w a i t i n g for final d o c u m e n t a t i o n before mov ing 
forward . 

B I L L APPROVAL 

O n m o t i o n of C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bell is b i l l s were 
ordered pa id after being proper ly aud i t ed , pa id o u t of correct account a n d 
subject to the avai labi l i ty of funds . Roll Call Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Doremus , 
Orr , V a n Stone, Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. Abs ta in - Bell is . 

ADJOURNMENT 
O n m o t i o n of C o u n c i l m a n Bell is , seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Doremus , the 
mee t ing was ad journed . Roll Cal l Vote: Aye - Bathgate , Bell is , Doremus , Orr , 
V a n Stone") Whitesel l . Nay - None. Absent - None. A b s t a i n - None. 

(List of b i l l s follows minutes ) 

K a t h 
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Report Printed 2022-09-28 10:27:11 Borough of Branchville 

Check Register - (0110101001000) Cash Checking 
DATE CHECK # PAID TO AMODNT VOID AMOUNT VOID DATE REASON 

8/03/2022 3911 559 Wayne Lumkong 
9/07/2022 1 11 A l l i e d OIL, LLC 242.22 

9/07/2022 2 15 Century LINK 692.23 
9/07/2022 3 468 Cintas 231.54 
9/07/2022 4 101 FRANKFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION 100,476.50 
9/07/2022 5 545 Georges Wine & S p i r i t s 60.00 
9/07/2022 6 2 HAROLD E. FELLOW S ASSOC INC. 182.88 
9/07/2022 7 2 HAROLD E. FELLOW 4 ASSOC INC. 347.75 
9/07/2022 8 502 HBCBS o f NJ 132.84 
9/07/2022 9 62 HIGH FOINT REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 71,808.52 
9/07/2022 10 51 JCFSL 4,320.94 
9/07/2022 11 392 K i e f f e r E l e c t r i c , Inc 250.00 
9/07/2022 12 191 LOU'S GLASS 375.00 
9/07/2022 13 558 Lumen 1,130.78 
9/07/2022 14 64 MONTAGUE TOOL S SUFFLY CO. 251.92 
9/07/2022 15 561 F a t t i Yodice 100.00 
9/07/2022 16 67 FETTY CASH 39.55 
9/07/2022 17 67 FETTY CASH 39.69 
9/07/2022 18 320 RSL Data Centers Inc 800.00 
9/07/2022 19 381 SeptiCare 81.00 
9/07/2022 20 137 STAMF FULFILLMENT SERVICES 734.00 
9/07/2022 21 69 STAFLES ADVANTAGE 167.17 
9/07/2022 22 86 Sussex County Muni. U t i l i t i e s Autho 1,234.08 
9/07/2022 23 1 Times Herald-Record L o c a l i q 48.45 
9/07/2022 24 243 TRI STATE RENTALS 98.71 
9/07/2022 25 75 VERIZON WIRELESS 61.13 
9/07/2022 26 418 V i k i n g Termite 4 Fest C o n t r o l , Inc 54.46 
9/07/2022 27 76 V i t a l Communications INC 414.24 
9/07/2022 28 6 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NJ, INC. 10,017.91 
9/07/2022 29 559 Wayne Lumkong 100.00 
9/07/2022 30 138 B r a n c h v i l l e Hose Company #1 7,437.50 
9/07/2022 31 138 B r a n c h v i l l e Hose Company #1 7,437.50 
9/07/2022 32 138 B r a n c h v i l l e Hose Company #1 7,437.50 
9/07/2022 33 138 B r a n c h v i l l e Hose Company #1 15,000.00 
9/07/2022 34 170 Bever ly Bathgate 415.29 
9/07/2022 35 123 FROFESSIONAL GOVERNMENT EDUCATORS 260.00 

100.00 9/02/2022 

232, ,481, .30 

232, ,481, 
-100 

,30 
.GO • 

232,381.30 
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Report Printed 2022-09-28 10:27:45 Borougti of Branchville 

Check Register - (0710101001000) Cash Checking 

DATE CHECK # PAID TO AMOUNT VOID AMOUNT VOID DATE REASON 

9/07/2022 1252 51 JCPSL 337.97 
9/07/2022 1253 560 Sussex County Rental CTR. 120.00 

457.97 

457.97 
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Report Printed 2022-09-28 10:28:01 Borough of Branchville 

Check Register - (0910101001000) CASH CHECKING 

DATE CHECK # PAID TO AMODNT VOID AMOUNT VOID DATE REASON 

9/02/2022 1977 287 Darren Haggerty 100.00 
9/02/2022 1978 2 HAROLD E. FELLOW S ASSOC INC. 1, 496.25 
9/02/2022 1979 100 MAIN FOOL 5 CHEMICAL CO. 473.60 
9/02/2022 1980 273 NJ Dept. Treasury 720.00 
9/02/2022 1981 526 North Jersey Pump 4 Con t ro l s , LLC 3, .920.00 
9/02/2022 1982 66 ONE CALL CONCEPTS 68.84 
9/02/2022 1983 72 Sussex Rural E l e c t r i c 64.06 
9/02/2022 1984 74 USA BLUEBOOK 115.19 

6, ,957.94 

6, ,957.94 
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Report Printed 2022-09-28 10:28:12 Borough of Branchville 

Check Register - (1210101001000) CASH-DOG LICENSE 

DATE CHECK # PAID TO AMODNT VOID AMOUNT VOID DATE REASON 

9/07/2022 1104 102 NEW JERSEY STATE DEPT. OF HEALTH 5.40 

5.40 

5.40 


